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Concept Discrimination of “Hybrid Improvement” and

“Specialized Strain” and Other Related Issues

HOU Wen-tong
(College of Animal Science and Technology, Northwest A&F University, Yangling, Shaanxi 712100)

Abstract: Hybridization is not equal to improvement. The concept of “hybrid improvement” is a theoretical
misunderstanding. The driving force for introducing breed hybridization is “hybrid to foreign”, and the driving
force for the hybridization of local fine breeds is to pursue a temporary “population phenotype average” ; The hered-
ity within breed is stable. To improve the performance, selection within breeds should be promoted, and hybridiza-
tion could be used outside the conservation area. “Specialized strain” is a term of animal husbandry science and
technology with special connotations. It is currently limitedly used in pigs, poultry, rabbits, etc. , which is used for
supporting line and commodity production. The production of competitive horses (warm-blooded breeds) is neither
a simple cross-breeding nor a specialized breed of matching line breeding, and its breeding method varies with the
different requirements of various equestrian sports for sports horses.

Key words: hybrid improvement; specialized strain; breed selection; competitive horse



